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A Moment of Clarity

Have you ever bad s epiph-
any”’

When Lsay epiphany, I'm talk
s about an unexpecied, shocking
A magical
roornent That jotally changes the

moment of clanmty

ens through which you view your
life. That single
luminating disc
know your life s never going %o
be the sanw

That pretty much describes
whit happenod o me

I was prepanag o speak at o

ment of such

ry that vou

women's business conference and
bl wrmien down my noles. My
notes began with me introducing
myself

Imagne this, | walk up o the
podium with cry notes in band and
set hem down

I begin to intreduce myself
when | glanced doam M my noles
I paused, and | couldn't speak |
L'-'llld not bebiove what | saw Four
words Fous
said before

What the hock was | thmking
when | typed thema” Was | even
thanking at all

Are you cunous ver!

Trust me whea | say ['ve nt

valy never

woeds | had sever

ever spoken these
words alowed before, 1've also
never wrilten them or thought
ther 'm preaty sare my husband
has never wsed them o descnbe
" » W 'l' . lh-_

I"'m a cattle rancher

[ did not sav what I've al-
wavs saad, “I'm a cade rancher’s
wife”

I said Cheat |
I - am a catthe rancher.

me, mysell and

I mied o compose myself and
contnue on with the talk 1 had

preparad, but these Tour words
were like seon Bashing lights in
my brain. They kept requinmng
e o say them alowd agas and
aguin and again throughout my
enlre spooch

When | imished my talk, which

had mothing 1o do with cattle
I couldn’t

oy Basband 1w

ranching by the way
wal Lo texd v
him my big epiphany. I'm a
cattle romcher. ['m not just a cattle
rancher’s wite, After 39 years of
mamage and living on a cattle
ranch, | suddenly had a drsstic
game -changing shalt in my own

perspective of mysell

I love how Mava Angelou
described epiphamy

It's the occumence when the
mind, the body, the heart, and the
saul tocus together and soe an old
thing in o new way.,” she saxd

The truth 15 this city girl sy
have hived oo a camle ranch lor
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two thirds of her life but I had
never thought I was a city girl
gone country, as the name of my
column implies.

When my husband and I were
first married and moved next door
to his parents on the ranch, I didn’t
feel super welcomed.

I felt inadequate and ignorant
on anything ranch related. There
was much that wasn’t explained
to me. There also was much that
wasn’t even expected of me. After
all, I was a city girl.

I did various ranching chores
with my husband when he needed
me to, and frankly, there wasn’t
anything happening on the ranch
I wasn’t acutely aware of.

I was more observant than
anyone ever realized, and I now
accept that I’ve had almost four
decades worth of ranching edu-
cation. I’'m not a dumb city girl
anymore, by golly.

I do think my husband is pretty
tickled with my epiphany.

Maybe he’s even relieved and
thankful for it, too. I think he’s
always wanted me to be his ranch-
ing partner.

Actually, I think he already
thought I was.

Later that night after I spoke at
the women’s conference [ wrote in
my journal, “You have to know
who you are in order to be who
you are.”

For the first time in perhaps
my entire life, I feel like I know
who [ am.

I’'m so happy to be getting to
know myself better. The me that
loves her cows.

The me that loves living in the
country. The me that never wants
to live in the city again.

The me that’s happy driving her
old red tractor. The me that feels
refreshed gazing out on her broad
horizon of cattle grazing pastures.
The me that is blessed to see mil-
lions of stars in her dark Texas
sky. The cattle rancher me.&

SHikers, lace up, rhp
and eveniHooey" k
boots 1n Stock

Ladies, Men's, & Youth
Narrow, Medium &

dths on the shelf

Box,

400 South Mam- Fredenck, OK

580-335-2185 ¢ boxinc.us
Same Day UPS or USPS shipments
Your trailer, farm supply and gift headquarters for over 60 years.
**Ladies it's worth the drive to the Gift Department**

Home of the Original Ground Load Trader
Traders move in and out of inventory every day at Box, ¢ -

Proud supporter of the WRCA

o w
.i * Top 10 "Gooseneck™ Dealer

Inc.

EASLEY
TRAILER

b
-

1
» )
|

AAAA

"MOSSY 0AK? 2=

" "PROPERTIES;
" TOBTEXAS]

MOSSY OAK.
PROPERTIES
OF TEXAS

MCLEMORE
- LAND & HOME REALTY GROUP
2112 E Hwy 82 111 Sauth Center Stroet
TX 16240 Archer Clty. TX 16351
H30-600-1313 B0-T81-8475
Denton, Grayson, Montague Jack, Knox, Wichita, Wilbarger,
and Wise Counties wnd Youny Countles

WAVAVAV O EdEANONM|

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

JANUARY 2020 | 35



	Screenshot-2020-01-03-10.34.14.png
	Screenshot 2025-08-14 at 4.28.00 PM

