VWHEN A CIT

By Annette Bridges

Gl

lighted by the messages that

whasper in my car while I'm
driving my beloved red tracior
Every. Smgle. Time. If you read
my first “When a City Girl Goes
Country”™ columa then vou will
notice I'm donming a new hay
bauling dress o this picture
On that note, | am shocked yat
tickled 1 have no peoblem these
days having my phoao aken and
published with no make-up, bair
oo ponylsl s at the heaviest
weight i my lde, bat my Inends,
1do have on my dang lipstick and
T aem i my Woesder wosmn pose,
FEnough said.

Have you over cossidarod how
dnving an old tractor on a hot
sumunir Jay o pick wp by bales
& like your life?

Mavbe vour scaalica is scovam-
ng ar vou as you hir every bump
in the field, but you keep goung
becwuse that s what you must
do. There is no stoppang. You
wouldn't even comsider quitting
You keep moving along because
vou know that is the only way w0
sccomplish what 5 noeded. s
the fastest way, 100,

Some days are especially bol.
There is not even 2 lintle breeze
o wipe the sweal off your beow,
andd so you sweat. A lot. You feel
every agomuang drop. The moee
you sweal the messier you get,
o, Every ploce of grass or grain
of dirt gets embedded onto your
sn. There is 50 time or way w0
wipe anything off. Hoth hands
are needed 10 maintain control of
your steerng wheel. You can't
allow yourself to be distracied.
You must stay focused on the task
at hamd.

I'm always supased and de-
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Why arv those dam bales m the
corners so difficulr 1o ger some-
tumes? Do you need 1o change
vour course” Pull out o linle
wider? Move in a litthe closer?
Sometimes you have 10 stop and
deng the tale o a better spot 10
make it possible for the loader 10
pck it up. You keep making wd-
justments as you take every tumn.
I"s satisfying when what you did
worked You feel proud of your-
self, and vou shoukl.

Your old tractor scat & nol
comforaable. Sometimes you feel

like you're gomg o fall off as 1l
rocks you in every dirsction as
you move along your way. You
wish you had & new ooe, & bemer
looking one without holes, one
with more support, one tha feels
stromger and sturdicr, one that s
softer and provides moee padding
when vou hit the big bumps i the
ground. Yet your old seat survives
every nide. Even though it always
feeks hike it's going to fall apart,
it doesn't

Ihere are the delights even
dunng a not-so-pleasant nde. You
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kove seemg the binds that sil oo bay
bales inthe dstaace. You love the
broad horzon that surmounds you
You love the fragrance of fresh et
grass. You are gruteldd 1o share
every momoent you can with yosr
hushand.

I bought a new phone case
recently that Bas two statements
inscribed om it. Live the life you
Jove. Love the life you Jive. 1 don't
always remember to ke the life
I'm lnvng, especially m o hot hay
feld oo a ot supsener day, but this
day? | do remember. &
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