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hat do you wish vou
coukl el your mother-
w-law?!

My hushand’s dear mom peessed
away more than 20 years ago, bat
ry-oh-my, how 1 wish she woukl
bave sough oot some relatoesiup
advice on how to get along with
Chas oty girl

Perhaps [ can share something
pow thest will belp country moms
better understand ws city girls.

Give us a break. We can't
help that we have mever beloee
caten sweet potmocs and collard
groens

When we sy we have never
caten something you've prepared
for e s are exeiled Lo ry o,
plense don't take offense. We are
oot being desrespoctful. I°'s called
honesty and sincerity. When we
say wo are exciled o by sooe-
rhing we've never had befoes, we
really are.

You will sot learn bow we
feel about what you've cooked
by staring at us while we cat and
walchang how guickly we take in
cach hite.

s can™t chean our plates, thas
does pot mean we didn 't like your
covking It may mean we don't
cat as much as your son doss,
Perhaps it would be best 1o allow
U 10 serve our own plates so not 1o
wasie any of your delicious food.

Your doughter-in-law mary very
well be gune different from you,
It also is likely she wasa't raised
h SAme Wiy you enisad your son
These facts did not ssop your son
from Lalling in love with her. He
accepts her farwho she is, and you
need to do the sume.

Don't uy %0 chasge her into
who you would like ber to be.
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Instead, be wacrested in loarning
eoee about the womee who adores

your soa,

It may be that your daughter-
w-law is Baving a difficuls time
adjusting to this swange new world
where she s bving, 1t may be thal
she could use encouragement and
reassurance aod even complimenls
as she doss her besz o learn and
acclenate W her suroundings.

Only give advice when she
asks for it, and she will ask. She
probably wants 50 ask but may
fee! ntenidmed by your critwal
eyes and wrong assumptons that
saop her

It would be kind and helpfal
%0 be a mother-in-law who is ap-
peoachable and loves unconditon-
ally ruther than a mother-m-law
whose manncrs and sctions cmscs

ber daughter-in- law 10 believe and

fear she will never measare up to
youur expectations and standards

What if you could both leam
from each other? Perhaps this
city gl has mnsights and expen-
ences that might surprise vou.
Thast mught even be of imieres! and
helpful ro you

I've spent the past 38 vaars
liviag nexr door 10 my in-law’'s
bouse. My father-mn-law pussed
AWRY e YeArs 320 50 0 has just
been mvy husband and mwe on the
ranch for almost a decade now
To be very bonest with y'all, |
still struggle with feeling a semse
of amvership of tw woeld where
I lrve, and | believe my challenge
stemns baxk 10 never foclmg Cully
welcomad and sccepted by my
deur mother-in-law.

So what do 1 wish | could el
my motherin law today?

1 love your son as mvach or cven
more teclay than 1 did when we
first met, You raised & good man,
and | thank you for that T do think
I've succesdod ul leamaeg 1o cook
your son’s favonite foods. At least
be savs s W still use all of your
beloved recipes for holaday din-
oers. | thank you lor shanmg em
wthme, I've grown o love living
on this land vou gilbed to us. I wish
vou could have lived knger so we
could have become better fnends.
I think ot would make you happy
10 see me dnving the latle red
tractor or me sitting beside your
san riding in the Ranger to check
on the cows.

1 still don’t have your interest
in garderung though, and that's
okay. | didn't have to become
exactly bike you o love living in
the country.
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